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MEMORIAL 


or 


THE CHAMBER OF COMMERCE OF ASTORIA, OREGON, 


IN FAVOR OF 


An appropriation for improving the mouth of the Columbia River. 


JANUARY 17, 1334.—Referred to the Committee on Commerce and ordered to be printed. 


To the honorable the Congress of the United States : 


Your memorialists, the Astoria Chamber of Commerce, of the city of 
Astoria, State of Oregon, respectfully petition your honorable body to 
make an appropriation of $500,000 to improve the entrance to the Co- 
lumbia River, in accordance with the recommendations and plans em- 
bodied in the report of a special committee of the Board of Engineers 
of the United States. 

In urging that this work may be undertaken as speedily as possible, 
this chamber calls your attention to the following-important facts: 

The commerce of the Columbia River is now increasing at a ratio 
of 25 per cent. annually, with a probability of a still greater increase. 
During the year 1883 the entrances and clearances at the custom-house 
at Astoria were as follows: Deep-water vessels, under register in for- 
eign trade, arriving (both foreign and United States vessels), 110; ton- 
nage, 118,076. Departing, 81: tonnage, 82,608. Entrances, coastwise, 
339; tonnage, 488,594. Clearances, 318; tonnage, 463,716. 

Value of imports brought over Columbia River bar in 1883: Domes- 
tic, $27,668,787; foreign, $1,177,404. 

Value of exports for same year: Domestic, $6,212,512; foreign, 
$6,178,869. (Lumber exports not included.) 

Your memorialists respectfully submit to your honorable body that 
in view of its present as well as future commercial importance, the im- 
provement of the Columbia River bar is the most necessary work con- 
templated in the Northwest. 

We would especially call attention to the fact that the present state 
of the Columbia River bar is detrimental to the interests of American 
ship-owners. Nearly all foreign vessels are iron, and American, wood. 
To be profitable to the producer, the grain of this coast, in view of the 
length of the voyage, must be carried to a foreign market in large ves- 
sels. No vessel can now cross the Columbia River bar, under the most 
favorable circumstances, drawing over 22 feet. The large American 
vessel, drawing 23 to 26 feet, cannot, therefore, load to her full capacity, 
but is compelled to clear with no more freight than the British vessel 
drawing from 20 to 22 feet. Shippers are obliged, therefore, to employ 
foreign vessels to carry our produce to Europe. 


2 IMPROVEMENT OF THE COLUMBIA RIVER. 


Of the 81 vessels clearing from this port, foreign, with grain, in 1883, 
only 12 were American bottoms. Most of the vessels leave outward 
bound in the winter months, when the bar is roughest, and frequently 
have to wait for weeks for a smooth bar. This delay is solely due to 
want of proper depth. No lightering can be done here outside the bar, 
as is done in some other ports. 

Your memorialists deem the improvement of the mouth of the Co- 
lumbia to be a work of national importance, not simply because during 
the year just ended 838 vessels, with cargoes aggregating over forty-one 
millions of dollars (to say nothing of the value of the vessels), have 
crossed and recrossed its bar, but also on account of the vast area of 
tillable lands that surround the headwaters of its numerous tributaries, 
which are as yet almost unsettled, but which will be occupied in the 
near future. 

A sufficient depth of water is wanted and can be obtained on the bar 
to allow vessels drawing 26 feet to cross without delay, in order to meet 
the requirements of commerce. 

In conclusion, your memorialists respectfully ask that this be made a 
special appropriation, as the appropriation made for the improvement 
of the Columbia and Willamette Rivers is not construed by the United 
States Engineers to include or apply to the mouth of the river. 

Passed the chamber December 29, 1885. 

Attest: 

[SEAL. | E. ©. HOLDEN, Secretary. 
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